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tion could do it, the whole nation into a system
of serfdom to a despotic Government. Then the
French Government, flushed with such a success,
actually made it known that the next step was to be
the conquest, on behalf of Spain, of the insurgent
Colonies in South America.

Then came the moment for Canning to back up
his former declaration; and he did so with an
emphasis that could not be mistaken. " It could
not," he declared, "be now permitted that France
should carry the war across the Atlantic, and should
reconquer for Spain and hand back to Spain those
Colonies over which Spain had no longer any power
of her own." " We will not," said Canning, u interfere
with Spain in any attempt which she may make to
reconquer for herself what were once her Colonies ;
but we will not permit any third Power to attack or
reconquer them for her." The announcement of this
declaration sent a chill to the hearts of all the
Ministers of the French and Spanish Bourbons. To
that policy Canning adhered, as every one might have
known that he would ; and the first step to make it
a reality was taken when it was announced to Spain
that British Consuls would be sent to the South
American Colonies to protect the interests of British
trade and traders there. The Consuls were appointed
and despatched, and this was, in point of fact, the
recognition by Great Britain of the independence of
the South American Colonies. Defending his policy
in the House of Commons, Canning made use of
some words which are never likely to be forgotten
on this or the other side of the Atlantic. Contem-